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The Miſchiefs and Unreaſonableneſs of endeavourmg to de- 
prive His Majeſty of the Afﬀections of his Subjeds, &e. 


a. 


T is the common unhappineſs of all States, that ſome perſons 
everywhere ar2 proud of being thought wiſe ar ſuſpcQing, 
and of an extraordinary reach 'in ſorekeeing evils which pcr- 

haps never come to paſs. The vanity of appearing more acute and 
ſagaciqus than their Neighbours, docs fo poſſeſs them, that they 
make it their great buſineſs and employment to diſcover, or to in- 
vent approaching miſchiefs. And it we look into thoſe Hiſtorics 
which give us an account of the grand TranſaCtions and Revolu- 
tions of Kingdoms, which do not barely tell things as Tales,and fay 
only ſuch and ſuch things hapned, but do ſearch into the real Cau- 
ſes of, and acquaint us what occaſioned them. We ſhall find thar 
this humour has frequently becn of greateſt conſequence, and that 
non? have contributed more to the unhappineſs and deſtruttion of 
a Nation, than the over-politick and notable men ; who by ſhew 
of concern for the publick, and great inſight into Intrigues and Ca- 
bals, have la to bring the Goyernment into 'ſuſpition, and 
to alienate the hearts of the people from their Prince. But we 
need not appeal to foreign occurrences, or elder times.” The miſe- 
rics which theſe three Kingdoms for ſeveral years | 


groand under, do ſufficiently arceft it; and they Vid: The view of 


who underſtand any thing of our late'troubles;, are 5,9 Rn 
nor ignorant that the grave men of fearsand jealou- .. 69. Fey g 

fies, who diſcovered what no mart. could ever find 
out ſince; and the ſeditious Preachers, who endeayoured to gaih 
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the peoples hearts by aſperſing their King, and ſhewing them dan- 
jon watered Mr OR. them, where "none on Deg: hurt 


A; nanny nya 7 yn arent 9g, en profanc 
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abuſe of God's Word to malicious purpoſes, demonſtrated 
their Governours CIT ir ruine, were not the 
leaſt promoters of all our ſhametul confuſions. 
© Bur either we are ſo unwilling to refle&t upon what then fol. 
lowed, or ſo inc'inablc to gratifie our own little humour that way, 
that we too pencrally tread in the ſteps of the Fomenters of thoſe 
diſturbances, withour the leaſt miſgivings .of what it may end in, - 
We arc in 81, as politick as they were in 41. as ſharp-ſighred, and 
as diſingenuous. We do indeed enjoy our Liberties and Proper- 
ries, and the free excrciſe of our Religion, Peace and Plenty, Ju- 
ſlice cqually diſtributed to all, are Governed by known Laws, and 
no man is opprelied, and yet we have Grievances to complain of; 
Dangers we foreſee do threaten us: we groan, and figh, and cry 
our of the badneſs of the times, are apprehenſive of ſtrange de- 
figns on foot, and cannot afford our Governours one good word. 
Indecd they among us who have a. great reach, and would be 
thought Politicians of the firſt-ratc, do give only notable hints, em- 
phatical nods, intimate ſomewhat of our fears, but darkly, fpeak 
dubiouſly of what may happen, wiſh the King better advis'd, whif: 
per ſomewhat about cvil Councellors, and the like. But the yul. 
gar part of us are more raſh, and blunder it out more plainly, and 
propheſie of Arbitrary Government and Popery; cry.ont that we 
arc fold, and betray'd; ang not far from being enſlaved. | 
We have truly too many of that reſtleſs turbulent ſpirit ſtill a- 
mong us who are for the Good 0/d Cauſe, and thoſe good” days 
wherein the Saints did Kill and Plunder: They remember what 
fell ro their ſhares then, and be their deſigns and hopes which way 
they will, they have a ſecret unaccountable inclination to be ar the 
Old Trade.. But thoſe I hope are but few. However they have 
ſo much of the wiſdom of thoſe times as to <ngage the people to 
e{pouſe their quarrel, tho upon different pretences, and withour be- 


(3) 
ing made acquainted with the deſign "Now the! noftefſeQtinal 
_ ro do this, is to: bring them xy very ill opition'of their 
Governours, and when th&Ey have once gaird that point, *twill-be 
no difficult matter to perſwade them farther: Todo which, they 
have this adv e 'rwas never-more fafhionable-and credi- 
table to talk ill ot our Superiors, and to ſeem to dive deep into 
the intrigues of State.” | As the cafe now lands, he muſt: be one of a 
very poor ſpirit, and very mean parts, very dall and ſtupid, who does 
wot ſee that we are galloping to Maſs as faſt as we can ; and'tis ſo 
clear a caſe that the Clergy are almoſt all Papiſts, that 'tis a ſhame 
for any. one to be ignorant of. it. ' For: what dy they Preach up but 
Popery 2 What .do they cry down but true Proteſtant Doftrine? And 
how comes this to. paſs > Why, care has been takew by the Papiſts 
(who ſay they have Govern'd theſe three Kingdoms theſe twenty years) 
that 'none ſhould wel pri to any thing: confiderable but thoſe who 
were for. their purpoſe, who ſhould he reach ata fig 'ghoen to proelaim 
the Pope King, and to reduce all things into the Bleſſed Order they 
were in before the Reformation. Who are put into any other places 
of Truſt but men of Popiſh Principles and Penfioners to France ?- Who 
are OY ut ach 2 This is as clear' as the Sun. + 4 
\ Now when the-people;. who are led and'managed'by theſe Di 
covyerors have fuch apprehenfions of things ir-clicir ag ' what. 
can we expect bur that their Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion will 
make them hate all who they fuſpect deſign'its fubyerſion. - Their 
Supcriors both in Civil and-Eccletiaſtical capacities are ttaqdueedby 
their Oratles; and i for rheir ſake-rhe King muſt have-his portion. 
Now that'tis not' reaſon and oblexvicion; bur blint and implicit 
faith in their Leaders that makes rhe people take up theſe notions 
might eaſily be demonſtrated. ' You ſhallnor perfwade rhem that 
-the penerality'of great'Perſpns haverſo much Religivniagto bear 
the hearr'cancerned'whichis uppermoR, only.as: it beltcfair-wi 
their intereſts and conveniences; and therefore one-would rhink 
they ſhould'be more ready to belicye that thoſe who already are 
as great as they cane, and greater much than they: could be if Po- 


_ 
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hall winiſter ſome jealouſies and ſuſpicions, every. ſuſpicion ſhall 
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pety werEin-amdng us; Are more. deſirous that matters ſhould con: 
tinue in-the;poſture: they are now in, than expoſe themſelves to 
the hazards of thoſe miſchiefs which might happen by ſuch an al- 
tcration. But 'ris not my deſign to diſpute thele Points. 
| I ſhall only give ſome account whence it comes to paſs, that 
{ome-who haye no:deſigns ro make an alteration in the Govetn: 
me!c, or promote Rebellion, nor any provocation given them by 
their Governours, do yet talk very nutinouſly, and toretell ſtrange 
and dilmal events, and then ſay ſomewhar of rhe miſchiels it may | 
occaſion, and, how injurious and unreaſonable it is. 
.» T ſuppoſe therefore. (and they will not I-prefume quarrel with 
me tor-too much charity) that many. of thoſe who ſhake their ; 
heads, and declare their diſlike of the management of grand af- 
fairs, who forcbode miſchiefs, and fear, and talk of deſigns, 
are; fot. of-.that. rebellious. Antimonarchical ſpirit whic i poſſe 
the\attive mon. of the late times: 'So' we-mult ſearch after:ſome | 
other motives and occaſions of their doing that which ſo-near re- oo 
ſembles what they did. | 
. Let it therefore be conſidered that ſome men have ſo ſtrange 
fond conceits of themſelves, that they arc too ready to fancy their 
own petty intereſts and abſurd defires ſo twiſted and interwoven 
with the publick happineſs of the Nation, that from any little dif: 
appointment of their ill-lay'd projects, they will take occaſion to 
& ſome ſignal mifchicfs, if not ruine to the Common-wealth. 
ot. they look on themſelves as perſons no leſs in fayour with God, | 
norlefs wile in their-deſigns than others; and how..can publick 
-miſchicfs be !broyght on: us bur by the ill-adminiſtration-of thaſe | 
who are cohcern'd in: the Government? And when this Propheti- 
cat foundation is once! laid, then every accident which: happens 
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- money and;can 4 man-'think much, and ſay nothing of 
- Beſides, foe men ſtrangely affett the favour and good word-of 
the codmion people, and what readier way to obtain it, =_ by 
"224 | periwa-. 
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fading them that are. not ſo well Governed as they ought 
pers Some things ke ppen.amiſs let men do whar- 7 ought 
and the wan. vg" ſee rhe: immediare-and! obvious ef- 
ſes of ſome inconvetiences.to which all forts of Governments 
are ſubje&, have not the jud to diſcern the ſecret lets and 


difficulties which in publick ings are innumerable and inc- 
vitable. _ And docs not \the repr the ſupposd diſorders of 
State ſhew the ;perfons Tags 7 you principal friends to the 


common intereſt, and honeſt men of cm freedom of mind 2 
And what can be more popular and pl 


Once more, When every private and ordinary nr yo turns 
States-man, and p_ a pres 4_— ty canvaſies I 
the particular intere Kings and 
he perhaps who has hardly wit Songh to POD own ink Fs Fa- 
mily, takes upon him to ſettle rhe affairs of Chriſtendom, and 
fancies himſelf able to give this or rother Prince advice how-to 
Govern-his Subjects, and enlarge his Dominions : In fine, when 
a_ ſpend that time they ſhould. employ intheir ſeveral C 
.- cen. gain their livelihood, in pope about after _ and make 
themſelves by idleneſs an ; What can we expect 

non dec Je but perverſe es and ay ecackg;fe 
Sr adend and diſcontents 2 

Bur certainly no wiſe man can think the ——_ wy any Govern. 
ment becauſe unthinking people ſpeak ill of it, nor will he who is 
bur a little above the teſtieudo chink hinifelfin damgjee, and bound 
to yex and to be dilcontented becauſe they arc not pleaſed! 

op mig wes nn concern oyr'felycs in mat- 
ters that do not to us, to and- at our to 
condemn the Government, that cher tra Corea ali 
liſh to the World all their defigns and conſultations, and inform 
the people of all their moxives to ſuch or ſuch reſolutions (which 
would be the moſt abſurd; in the. World, and" the teſt 
contradiction to. all;rhe uſes and ends of Governmene) or 


muſt expect to have-cvil Cenfures paſied ea eute aBy IR, 


| (6) 
to be.complai'd of as Enemies to: their Countrey, and Betrayers 
of, theiritrul}{ ; Auhnmant fit: for the ſeniflels/Rabble;' bur below 
any.oneat, Parts-and Angenuity,--1 05147 ROT HOTTIE 213 ; "kh 
But now,1srus:think'a fntle whar will berrhe: end of. al cheſs 
things? The,moſt experienced and: ableft difturbers have always 
firſt firuck at the, reputation of rhe Government, and frequently 
with, great feceſs,-;: For canthere bs dberlivnte whede there 15 wot! (6 
much as reſpeit ?| Will their! knees bow whilſt rheir- hearts/inſule, 
ny rae actions fubrait whilſt their apprehenſions and tongues do 
rcbe! ? 04167: | | 
And when the people.are thus/prepar'd with: jcalouſies and dif: 
contents,.aurd ſome accideuts/happen which offer an-opportunity, 
then out, ſigps ſome: bold hypocritical Rebel and heads the diſcons 
rented, Party, qrits forth Remonſtrances of grievances and miſde- 
meanqurs-1-the Government, and-ingages to remedy them; and 
the Deyit who.is never ——_ ro-menthat are-ſet upon miſchicf, 


ſets forward: the work tillit improve-into an eperr and-deteftable 
Ciyil Wat::--All-Hiſtories are full of Examples;and we-are'hotdo 


happy as not to Know, and to be one... LHS 
- Away therefore with our murmurings and querulouſneſs, we do 
bur aſſt-evil men, and vex an«trouble our ſelves-by them; ' Let 
us do our duty, every one in his place;and kave the'great bilitiets 
oh all © God; and:tothe King 'whom he has' giveiy us. '-T&# nor 
our curioſity, or what is worſe, make us over-careſul and ſollicitous 
abour many things which belong! nor to us, but rather take the ad- 
vice given us inScripture;1$:udy to-be-quict, awd do our own buſineſs, 
and: wait with:patience.aud yr 1". Fhe reports whith we'hear 
conecrning our Goyernours determinations are Very uncertain, find 
often falſe, and;ſct about. by ſeditious and unquiet men, who per- 
haps::underhand work for that defign which they ſeem to the 
World to: be moſt violently fer againſt. And as to-thoſe which 
are-true,,We who know not the [circumſtances of them, nuſtbe 
very arrogant and prefumpruous if: we-tak& upon us to-judge' of 
their- conveniency or inconyeniency,” "Bur this we may be aſſured 
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of, that all our malicious and ſeditious diſcourſes will very lit 
tle promote the ſafety of our ſelves, or of our Governours; 
and that there are thoſe who have better information, and 
greater abilities than we, who will be as much concern'd for 
their Lives, their Liberties, and their Religion as any of us 
can pretend to be. Ler us aſſiſt them with our Prayers, and 
the reformation of our lives, which are the moſt effeQual 
means to ſecure our other intereſts. | 

To inforce this yet farther. It is by God that Kings Reign, 
and from Him alone can they receive their Authority ; and 
ſince he has ſufficiently declared that he would have us be ſub- 
miſſive and reſpeQtul, patient and obedient ; if we murmur 
againſt them, we murmur at God's management of the World; 
we arraign Providence, and ſhew, that let us talk as much as 
we will of it, we are not for it but when it is for us. 

And to be a little more particular, I dare affirm that no 
Hiſtory gives us an account of Providence's interpoſing it ſelf 
in ſo ſtrange and admirable (if we may not be allowed to term 
it ſo miraculous) a manner in the preſervation and ſettlement 
of any Chriſtian King, as it has done in the many deliveran- 
ces of our preſent Sovereign His Sacred Majeſty, who cer- 
rainly is rcſerv'd ſtill by God for ſome greater Bleſlings to theſe 
Nations, if not to the whole Chriſtian World His very Birth 


'was attended with a Star appearing at Noon-day, and Heaven 


has ſeem'd ever ſince more than ordinarily concern'd tor him. 
His eſcapes in the late unhappy times from the purſuits of his 
Encmies were fo great, ſo wonderful, that I know not how 
any ono who does believe that God does at all concern him- 
ſelf in the management of the affairs of the World, can doubr 
bur he had him under his more immediate care and protection. 
How can we then murmur againſt Him without accuſing of 
Providence, which did not only permit him to return to us, 
but was ſo much, ſo viſibly engag'd in bringing _ wa wa 

B arther. 
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Farther. When this Prince was driven out of his Kingdoms, 
and from all he had by wicked men, and the highlieſt imag}- 
nably diſoblig'd by thoſe who pretended to be the beſt, if nor 
the only Proteſtants ; when in forreign Princes Courts he had 
the moſt prevailing temptations that could be offered, and ma- 
ny deſigns, and plots, and baits laid to ſhake his Faith, and 

—_—_ Religion ; and ſo many inducements concurr'd, that 
one would think it impoſſible to reſiſt them. -He notwith- 
Randing with Reſolution and Conſtancy becoming a King, 
who was born to be the Defender of that Faith, and the Son 
of a Martyr, ſtood firm and immovable. He ſtarted nor a- 
fide from the Proteſtant Religion, tho in thoſe circumſtances 
in which: we may ſuſpect, if many of our great Heroes who 
pretended to fight the Lords Bartels againſt Antichriſt, and 
moſt unjaſtly charged him and his Father of Bleſſed Me: 
mory with Popery, were placed, oy would make no ſcruple 
to turn as zealous for it, as they much laboured to be thought 
to be againſt it. And to come yet nearer. In the late barba- 
rous and horrid Conſpiracy his immovableneſs from the Faith 
was ſo well known to them, that he was the firſt deſign'd to 
fall a Sacrifice to their Religious Fury. But bleſſed be God 
who has deliver d Him and us out of the hands of thoſe in- 
humane Bigotts ; and far be it from us to entertain in our 
minds the-leaſt ſuſpicion thar God who has ſo often delivered 
Him, and Us, and our Religion will forſake us, if we do nor 
compel him to it by our fins: or in the leaſt miſtruſt char his 
Sacred Majeſty, who has undergone ſo many troubles and 
dangers, and withſtood ſo many ſtorms and rempeſts, will be 


leſs zealous and magnanimous in defence of our Religion than 


hitherto he has been. 

In to queſtion as a good man among the Jews did; 
Whoſe Oxe has our King taken, or whoſe Aſſe has he taken? or 
whom has he defranded > Whom has he oppreſſed ? or of whoſe 


hands 
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wx has he received any . Bribes to Blind his Eyes therts 
- Wetalk of Arbitrary Government ; What man has: loſt his 
Life or Eſtate under this Government, but by due form! and 
procedure of Law? We talk of Tyranny; Can any man charge 
chis I the leaft aft of Cruelty > Did he ever ſhew 
any thing of a bloody revengetul fpirit > Was ever man upors 
Gods carth ſo kind to people who = away his F akees ah 
fought his own life, as he has been.? Or can we read of a more 
merciful, and condeſcending, and obliging King that ever Ruled 
in Exrope 2 And all the returns that we make to ſo much Ju- 
ſtice, and Sweerneſs, and Goodneſs, are unkind, and rude, and 
unduriſul reflections. We moſt ungratctully endeavour to ren- 
der him as odious in the eyes of the World as we can; and 
not only ſo, but ſettle a way of putting a moſt invidious In- 
terpretation on all his future ations. . But, ſhould we cndea- 
vour to ruine the Reputation of one of the meaneft of our 
Neighbours, would it not be a _ ſin in the eyes of God, 
and a preat injury and wrong to him? and would not we efteem 
it fo in our own caſe if we were fo dealt with by others? and 
do we not think it a fin of much greater magnitude to ſpeak 
evil of Dignities, to revile God's Vice-Gerent, and to hay his 
Honour in the duſt 2 Certainly we muſt be very partial to 
our ſelyes, if we judge otherwiſe. And indeed this is a crime 
of ſo extenſive a bad influence, and ſo much miſchief, that 
they who conſider the injury the Publick receives by it, ad 
mire that no ſeverer puniſhments are appointed by the Laws 
for thoſe who are guilty of it; and' they who confider the 
hainouſneſs of the ſin, do not leſs wonder that our Divines 
do not more frequently lay open the puilr of it to the peo- 
ple. | 
But ſtH more particularly ro us in this Kingdom. His Ma- 
xſty out of his extraordinary Grace and Favour to us has ſer . 
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over us a Noble tuntaintediTLroyalty;and eminent Abi- 
liry in State-Affairs;;one who for the greatneſs :of Ns. 


- of his Parts; fo much 


rience, and; the} 
Reaſon jn lo; yigotous'an old age, has not, for ought we know, 


his equakin' the Chriſtian Wor 

\; Was'ever;one ſet to Govern-a Nation, fo acquainted witfy 
all the-intereſts.and concerns of it? Or did ever one Goyern 
a Nation of 'ſo different intereſts and diſpoſitions with ſo mucly 
remper and moderation, and at ſo critical a time kept it in ſo 
great Peace and Tranquility 2:Had we had one in the late 
juncture of leſs Prudence-arid ;Condut&t,:or who would have 
heeded fome- raſh and. forward{men', who were for too, vio- 
lent countels, and too cloſe a profecution of _ as cir- 
cumſtanees then were; we ſhould ere now have found the 
difference *by a woful experience of perhaps Blood and Con- 
tuſion, + ; > LE. as 

+; We, in this Countrey are too much of a humour of under- 
yaluing all that is our own, and admiring 'only,what. is ſtrange 
and forreign.- | But, to ſpeak without -prejudice&Izgknow not 
that any Nation can :boaſt: of ſo Grear tand :Worthy A Sub- 
jet, or that any «thing» can- be - thoughts, of imprEefor. the 
Honour of ZR E L A N D 'than its having fuch a VECE- 
ROY. ri ; 1797 "1 ©C}.;:5 54 on V: 

And as to his firmneſs to the Proteſtant Religion, /tis moſt 
notorious to all who have heard of. him. 2 With what «Zeal 
did he labour,” and to what:hazard:did-he.cxpoſe himſelt to 
reſcue the. Duke of 6/ouceſter from ; the >Servants of! Rome? 
How pallantly did he: maintain the "Cauſe: ofethe -Refarma- 
tion of England, in Prinees Courts abroad?) and -how-baſely 
was he uſed before that by the Pope's Nuncio's Party here. in 
treland ? all undeniable arguments of it. Nay, 'tis credibly re- 
pouen that one of the late Popes was ſo ſenſible of it, that 
he declared to. his Cardinals that he looked on Him as __ 
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indeed 1 do nds find ke oh rs yrs 
tion reaches, very incltble ro ſpeak il of im. 


- To make an end. Could all; our cotplaicits and 
unquietneſs take awiy the pretended occaſions of 
them ; could our fancyingonr ſelves in'an ill con- 
dition deliver us out of it ;* could our perſwading 
our ſelves that out Libefty ' & Religion is: danger 
inake boch fecute 7 arid our wilful fears ad jealous 
ſurmiſes prevent real evils: *rwere unkind to dif 
ſwade you from murmitibg, and he would-prove 
your Enemy who would mike y you ſo your {c}ves; 
Could groundleſs” fears anAiniaginiary datigers 
eſtablish Peace on a laſting” fdutidation;' told 
falſe allarms and: thntinou3 Hf: GuMes cohtribure 
any thing to the plenty and quict ofthe Vit; 
dom: Could our ſuſpecting our Governours ren- 
der our Fellow-ſubjefts more obedrents 3, "T bur 
aſperſing thoſe who are concern'd in the manage- 
ment of higheſt Afﬀairs ſtrengthen your hands,and 
and inſpire their Reſolutions, then we could have 
ſome pretence for_our reſtleſneſs and clamorou(- 

nels. +6 JS. d. Y 
But ſince it ſtands upon Record in the Hiſtories 
of all Ages,* ſince. we have had late and diſmal cf- 
fects of ſuch' praiſes, and have too frequently 
found 
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found that jeatouſ ies, and ſaſpicioris outcries;and 
complaints, vain fears, and'injaginary. grievances 
have produc'd real miſchicfs, and Nan on us 
thoſe misfortunes which they ſeem'd only to fore- 
tel}: Since they, are font efteQual incourage- 
ments to- ſedjtious. Perſons, and aſpiring Diſtur- 
bers necd no greater than to have their pretences 
abetted by ſober grave men, and their Cauſe voted 
up: bythe common cry of the whole people: it 
canhtiot be thought indiſcreet, or uſcle(s, or prag- 
matical in any one to intreat you to live at eaſe,and 
to enjoy your ſelves, the bleſied ſerenity of an un- 
diſterbed mind ;.to banish out of your hearts and 
mouths ſuch hurtfal follics; and to perſwade you 
to let Peace and Proſperity continue among You, 
whilſt they ſeem to court you, and to beg only 
your conſent. 


Dubln, May 24. 1681. 
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